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(1)What you wrote about polygamy was absolutely correct. I would only add that verse 3 of
Surah IV was not revealed to legalize polygamy. Polygamy was never prohibited by Divine
law and it was allowed by the Shariahs of all the prophets. Most of the prophets had more
than one wife. Before this verse descended upon the Holy Prophet, he had three wives
(Saudah, Ayesha and Umm Salamah-upon whom be the peace of Allah). Most of the
companions of the Prophet were also polygamous. Thus there was no need to legalized an
already lawful and well-recognized practice. The verse in question was revealed when
mauy lvicuiua vwuleun uau wvceceil widowed during the battle of Uhad and children were left
fatherless. Confronted with this problem, the Muslims were directed to solve it by dint of
an already established and prevalent institution and to take two, three or even four wives
from among the widows. As a result, the widows and orphans, instead of being left
derelicts, were amicably absorbed among the various families. If this guidance from God,
implied any new legislation. It is not permission for polygamy, but the restriction of the
number of wives to four and a further stipulation that if a husband is not doing justice to
all his wives, he must either treat them fairly or he should have only one wife. These two
above-mentioned injunctions were not known nor recognized by the pagan Arabs and the
present Bible also fails to mention them., ABL-L-A'LA AL-MAUDOODI and MARYAM
JAMEELAH, Printed and Distributed by Presidency of Islamik Research, Ifta and
Propagation, Riyadh, 1982-1402, p. 58-59.
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