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MEMORANDUM
ON THE FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS
AND PRINCIPLES OF LAW ND JUSTICE IN THE UNITED ARAB
REPUBLIC

1) On August 29, 1965, President Nasser of the United Arab Republic, in a speech
delivered in Moscow during his last visit to the Soviet Union, pronounced in the
severest of language and tone that the Opposition Party of the Muslim
Brotherhood will be completely crushed, without any mercy. The reason, he
offhandedly claimed, was the discovery of an alleged plot directed against his
person.

2) It was only after this pronouncement that international public opinion started to
get acquainted with an unprecedented campaign of arrests and tortures which
had in fact started as early as May, but had always been kept behind an iron wall
of secrecy. This campaign spared no political segment of Egyptian society or its
elite. The main target, however, was obviously the members of the Muslim
Brotherhood party.

3) This merciless campaign of arrests has ever since been going on, in all
directions and at all levels. A massive explosion of anger against the provocative
police actions broke out in Kardasa and Damietta, where tens of demonstrators
were killed by the police, and many hundreds wounded.

The fact that in Damietta, one of Egypt's leading sea capitals, martial law had
to be declared, and prompt military operations ordered at once to siege the city and
all surrounding areas, in the presence of no less than Marshall Amer, Commander-in-
Chief of the Egyptian Army in person, speaks for itself'".

4) The estimated number of political prisoners is considered to be over forty
thousand.

These tens of thousands, according to the repeatedly pronounced official
statements, are of two categories:

a) A minority, declared by the authorities as having committed certain
offences, is bound to face trials. Their number, as declared by President
Nasser and the authorities concerned, hardly comes to 400",

(1) The Daily Telegraph wrote on 11 October 1965: "Reports said that well over 20, 000 had been
already arrested till that date". Nevertheless the newspaper added that: "Arrests are still being
made throughout Egypt" (See attached newspaper clipping No. 1).

(2) The Sunday Telegraph of 19 December 1965 reported that the number of prisoners to be charged is
390 (three hundred and ninety persons) (newspaper clipping No. 6).
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b) As for the rest (39,600 persons), the authorities never raised any accusation
against them.

But whether in one or other category, all these prisoners are suffering
confinement in untold conditions and under most inhuman persecution:

5) For the first time in the history of Egypt there are women who have been

submitted to the same sufferings. Among the prisoners there is a large number of

women and girls. Their number reached 800 at the end of October'".

Those who know the pertaining social tradition and outlook of the Egyptian
people and, for that matter, of the Muslim societies, can conceive the consequence

and alarm of such conditions. Indeed, it was a case of a woman's arrest at Kardasa

that provoked the public into armed conflict with the police®.

Among the lady prisoners we can cite the names of:
e Mrs. Zeinab Al-Ghazali, president of the Muslim Ladies Association.
e Mrs. H. Hudeibi.
e Mrs. Khalida Ahmad.
e Mrs. Aminah Kutb.
e Mrs. Ismail Hassan.
e Mrs. A. Wishahy.
e Mrs. Fatimah Abdul-Hadi.

6) TORTURE

The most predominant purpose of arresting all these women and men is their
merciless humiliation through all forms of torture, both physical and moral: hunger,
thirst, sleeplessness, whipping, cold, burning with fire and hot irons, etc.

Of those whose sufferings have been beyond description, we here cite the
names of:

e Mr. Sayid Qutb, one of the admittedly few leading authors and figures of
literature throughout the Arab and Muslim world.

e Mr. Muhammad Al-Ghazali Al-Gibaily.
e Mrs. Zeinab Al-Ghazali.

e Mr. Saleh Abou Rakik.

e Mr. Farid Abdel Kader.

(1) "it was confirmed this week that families of 4, 500 prisoners in Government hands are being exiled
in this time-honoured fashion", the Jewish Observer and Middle East Review, London, wrote on 26
November 1965 (see attached newspaper clipping No. 2)

(2) The newspaper "La Liberté" of Fribourg of 10 September 1965 said that the village of Kardassa had
resisted with arms the forces of Nasser, who went to arrest some of the members of the Muslim
Brotherhood party, and two officers were killed. (See attached newspaper clipping No.3).
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It is only natural that under such persecution some breathe their last. The
official policy in disposing of the martyrs bodies always depends. Often, it operates
in most well-guarded secrecy; but occasionally it does suit them to deliver the
disfigured corpse to its grief-stricken family as part of the terror campaign.

7) THE FAMILIES

The families of all prisoners were not spared their own share of the inhuman
torture and illegal measures.

Here are a few instances thereof:

a) They are being denied the right to visit their detained relatives or to
correspond with them. Indeed, most of them, or rather all except a very
few, do not know even in which prison or concentration camp their arrested
relatives are being detained.

b) With their sustainers behind bars, thousands of families (women and
children) have no means to live. In order to increase their sufferings and
humiliation, the government has hastened to enact a law which condemns
any attempt at helping such miserable families as a crime.

c) Further still, whosoever of these unfortunate families happens to possess
some property that could serve to sustain them - such property was
officially confiscated"

d) So that meanness reaches the very bottom, a great many of these families
were thrown out of their homes and flats on the ground that the due rents
have not been paid.

8) TRIALS

The four-hundred prisoners whom the government chose for trial, were carefully
picked from among the elite of the party, such as professors, reputed writers, highly
qualified technicians, physicians, university students, and so on.

Their arrest and trial are not based on any act committed, but rather on their
social position and political opinion, am. their influence in the movement and on
public opinion. Such trials are merely planned to strike a terrifying deterrent for
others by the unfortunate fate of such chosen victims.

All accusations so far published by the prosecution are not proved by any
evidence, except alleged CONFESSIONS, which have been extorted by TORTURE.

9) Examination of the procedures applied by the authorities is bound to convince
any neutral observer that these authorities did not hesitate to indulge in many
violation of legal principles in order to cover up all trace of TORTURE and mal-

treatment which were applied to the prisoners byexperts to extort the so-called
CONFESSIONS. Of these violations we cite:

(1) "Le Monde" of 23 December 1965 reported that a law was adopted which enables the Egyptian
authorities to confiscate the property of political prisoners. (Sec newspaper clipping No. 5).
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a) During all stages of preliminary inquiry and questioning not one of the
accused prisoners was allowed: the help of any lawyer, whether of his own
choice or even nominated by the authorities.

b) In the prosecution pronouncement, the Public Prosecutor so claimed that
he will nominate lawyers to help the accused prisoners during the trials.
This means:

(1) that he denies the accused their natural and human right to chose their
own defenders.

(2) that the job of the prosecution-nominated lawyer will rather be run on his
own behalf and not on behalf of the helpless prisoner who did not choose
him.

(3) no date has been fixed for the aforementioned nomination, which means
that they will not have any time to study the case of their parties or
prepare any pleading thereof.

(4) no guarantee has been given that the lawyer so nominated will even have
the occasion to meet with his party before the trial.

(5) very important still, is the fact that not one of those tortured accused will
ever have a chance to be submitted to a pre-trial medical examination
which will eventually prove the TORTURES.

* X%

For all these reasons, in the name of law, fairness and humanity, we appeal to
all those who sincerely adhere to man's most cherished human rights, the rule of Law,
the right to self-defense and freedom of conscience, all the more so, when we
address ourselves to an international body of juristic mission and world-wide
championship of the supreme rule of Law.

A neutral observer, delegated by your esteemed organization, for an on-the-
spot fact-finding mission, will surely satisfy your sense of justice as to all the
particulars here above submitted to your kind attention. The eventual report of such
delegate we shall hold in respect, and it will be-we trust-an unprejudiced testimony
for all that we have tried, in this memorandum, to present.

Dr. Said Ramadan
11 Dec. 1965
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